
KAREN HYUN 

EXPERIENCE 
Vice President, Coastal Conservation, National Audubon Society                   1/18-present 
Director, Coasts and Water, National Audubon Society                      1/17-1/18 
Lead and coordinate implementation of the coasts strategy across the Audubon network, including initiatives focused on coastal 
resilience, Gulf of Mexico restoration, marine conservation, and coastal stewardship.  Supported western water initiative by 
leading a coalition focused on federal policy and funding to support drought resilience in the west.   
 
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Department of the Interior                 6/15-12/16 
Oversaw the National Park Service (NPS) and the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and ensured deliverables were met on 
priorities of the Administration and Secretary, including the Endangered Species Act, landscape-scale mitigation, oil and gas 
regulations on NPS and FWS lands, NPS Centennial, Gulf of Mexico restoration, and youth in the great outdoors.  
 
Senior Advisor, Office of the Under Secretary, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration                    6/14-6/15 
Advised, drove and executed on priorities of the Administration and Under Secretary/NOAA Administrator, including combating 
illegal fishing and seafood fraud, investing in observational infrastructure, evolving the National Weather Service, and making 
communities more resilient in the face of climate change.   
 
Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Secretary, Department of Commerce                         6/13-6/14 
Provided leadership and operational oversight for the Office of the Deputy Secretary, including strategic planning and budget 
formulation for the Department.  Received International Trade Administration’s Quarterly Star Award for work on the SelectUSA 
Summit Team.  
 
Senior Policy Advisor, Office of the Secretary, Department of Commerce                    1/12-6/14 
Focused on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Office of Energy in the International Trade 
Administration (ITA).  Provided regular updates to White House staff on policy and regulatory issues related to fisheries and 
protected species.     
 
Professional Staff, Committee on Natural Resources, U.S. House of Representatives                                  1/09-1/12 
Focused on issues related to California water management, domestic and international fisheries management and enforcement; 
offshore aquaculture; ocean governance; natural resource damages; climate research, products, and services; and threatened 
and endangered species protection.  Managed up to four rotating science fellows annually.   
 
Instructor, Bing Stanford in Washington, Stanford University      1/11-3/13 
Developed and taught a course for three consecutive years on the legislative process using shark-finning as a case study.   
 
EDUCATION 
University of Rhode Island                         9/04-6/08  
Ph.D. in Marine Affairs.  Focused on ecosystem-based management and governance in the Colorado River Delta and the Gulf of 
California.  Dissertation advisor was Professor Lawrence Juda; worked as an assistant for Professor Karl Flessa at the University 
of Arizona; volunteered on Dr. Francisco Zamora Arroyo’s team at the Sonoran Institute.  
 
Stanford University                         9/00-6/03  
M.S. in Earth Systems.  Focused in Oceanography and Marine Public Policy. Head Program Teaching Assistant for 
undergraduate courses in environmental science and policy, and environmental problem-solving.   

 
Stanford University                         9/96-6/00 
B.S. in Earth Systems.  Focused in Biological Systems. Student Advisor providing academic guidance to Earth Systems majors.    
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
Environmental Leadership Program Fellowship                  10/08-10/09  
 
John A. Knauss Sea Grant Fellowship, Natural Resources Committee, U.S. House of Representatives                 2/08-1/09

Switzer Fellowship                         9/07-9/08 
 
Fulbright Scholarship, Pukyong National University, Busan, South Korea                    9/03-6/04 
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